
2018 Highlights

from Asia and the diaspora
Words, stories, ideas



The UK’s largest 

Pan-Asian literature festival, 

covering a region that runs 

from Turkey to Tokyo

Writer and Editor Nikesh Shukla
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The Asia House Bagri Foundation Literature Festival celebrates its 

13th edition in 2019 and has welcomed a vast range of exciting 

speakers over the years. We have showcased exciting talent across 

the spoken and written word, including speakers such as Jung 

Chang, Elif Shafak, Mohsin Hamid, Nadiya Hussain, Nish Kumar and 

Mishal Husain. 

The festival takes place every autumn and seeks to increase the 

awareness and understanding of the diverse cultures of Asia and 

the diaspora through the power of stories. We do this by holding 

panel discussions and debates, author talks and live literature 

performances. By acting as a neutral space for the exchange of ideas 

and the highlighting of key Asian issues, and providing a platform 

for debate, the festival brings together a predominantly millennial 

and ethnically diverse audience for a series of educational and 

entertaining events. 

ABOUT OUR FESTIVAL
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The Power of Stories

We aim to bring literature to life. We believe in the power of stories. 
Stories connect us to people and culture. They fire our imaginations, 
hold our present, share our histories and shape our futures. 
Stories are powerful and they matter to us and our audience. 

The Diverse Cultures of Asia

We explore the world’s largest continent – from Turkey to 
Tokyo – and the experiences of the Asian diaspora. From 
examinations of British South Asian identity to socio-economic 
discussions on the future of China, the festival’s programme 
is as diverse as the region, cultures and people that we cover.  

Representation Matters

The 2011 UK census showed that the Asian population formed the 
largest ethnic minority group, yet a 2015 report commissioned 
by Spread the Word (a writer development agency) found that 
only 4% of writers appearing in the largest UK literature festivals 
were from ethnic minority backgrounds. We are committed 
to representation and this is reflected in our programming.

OUR VALUES
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The festival attracts a diverse range of attendees, from those who 
want to connect with their Asian heritage to those who want to 
learn more about the countries we cover.

They are predominantly young professionals who are passionate 
and active on social media. 

2018 DEMOGRAPHICS

63% 
aged 18–34

86% 
 female

OUR AUDIENCE

 Figures based on those surveyed

61% 
BAME*

*Black, Asian and minority ethnic

8+ out of 10
Average event rating 

from 86% of our audience

©
 George Torode
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   I’ve come to the Asia 
House Bagri Foundation 
Literature Festival quite a 
few times over the years. 
With my first book out this 
autumn, it felt like a very 
natural place to be coming 
as a speaker and a writer for 
the first time.

Mishal Husain
Award-winning broadcaster

“

”

   I find this platform very 
important in terms of 
bringing people together. 
People of all backgrounds, 
introduced to each other 
through the power of words, 
through the power of stories 
and art.

Elif Shafak
Award-winning novelist

“

”

    I’ve heard about the festival 
for a number of years now and 
I’ve heard about the quality of 
the people that participate in 
it so I’m quite happy to be here 
and be part of this fantastic 
and thrilling festival.

Karl Sharro
Online satirist who tweets 

under the moniker
Karl reMarks

“

”

WHAT OUR SPEAKERS SAY

© Yang-May Ooi
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SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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 2018 KEY EVENTS

A comedic but powerful conversation at the sold-out opening night 
to the festival. Writer Nikesh Shukla spoke to popular comedian Nish 
Kumar about Shukla’s latest novel. The conversation examined racism 
and integration in the UK, as well as the social and human case for 
diversity.

“So much resonates in this discussion... This is why it’s so key to have 
more diverse stories told and why events like this are so important.” 

Audience attendee to the Nikesh Shukla event

Nikesh Shukla in Conversation 
with Nish Kumar

A Day of Celebrating Women The female-led theme for this Saturday line-up of events tied into 
2018 marking the centenary of women being given the vote in the 
UK. Touching moments included Mishal Husain speaking about her 
personal experience as someone from an Asian background. Instapoet 
Nikita Gill also recounted how a young fan once told her she was able 
to face her abuser in court after being inspired by Gill’s poetry. 

“It was inspiring listening to The Skills by the incredible Mishal 
Husain...What an incredible role model for my daughter to aspire and 
look up to... Thank you!” 

Audience attendee to the A Day of Celebrating Women events

A rapturous turn out in a competition that showcased new talent. 
Each reading was immensely personal and thought-provoking, 
encapsulating the experiences of young Asians in the UK – from racism 
and identity to marginalisation. The young poets performed fearlessly 
and passionately, which led to BBC World News featuring some of the 
finalists on Newsday.

‘“Really inspired by all the amazing slam poetry tonight.”

Audience attendee to the Poetry Slam event

2018 Asia House Poetry Slam

© Yang-May Ooi
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There were barely any moments when the audience was not laughing 
at Karl Sharro’s satirical observations in this packed-out event. Sharro 
used the power of humour to make fun of the un-nuanced observations 
and sensationalisms that are found in Western media coverage on the 
Middle East. 

“It was great fun and a much-needed boost at a time when, honestly, 
sometimes you just feel like giving up. Thanks. And please keep going!”

Audience attendee to the And Then God Created the Middle 
East... event

And Then God Created the 
Middle East…

Elif Shafak in Conversation 
with Nusrat Ghani

In this sold-out event, award-winning author Elif Shafak spoke 
to Nusrat Ghani, the first Muslim woman minister to speak from 
the Commons despatch box. Shafak explained how writers have a 
responsibility to tackle taboo topics in society and the need for women 
to support each other.

“Feel so privileged to have heard Elif Shafak speaking. Favourite quote 
was [how] ‘stories provide the readers with the emotional intelligence 
that allows us to exit the echo chambers we are trapped in’.”

Audience attendee to the Elif Shafak event

Many Jeffrey Archer fans turned out to hear their favourite author. The 
audience enjoyed the pairing of a global bestselling writer (Archer), 
and a rising star (Mukherjee) and were enthralled by the conversation 
which covered the authors’ passion for India and their approaches to 
writing. 

“There’s no better experience for a bibliophile than hearing an author 
read a portion from their new book. And when that author is Jeffrey 
Archer, it’s nothing short of phenomenal.”

Audience attendee to the Jeffrey Archer and Abir Mukherjee 
event

Jeffrey Archer and Abir 
Mukherjee

 2018 KEY EVENTS
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Access to a diverse, engaged and millennial audience

A variety of partnership opportunities

Brand awareness and social media exposure

Marketing and communications opportunities

Community investment

Opportunities to align business objectives 
with our festival programme

Anna Temby
Literature Programme Manager
Asia House

63 New Cavendish Street, London, W1G 7LP
02073075467

anna.temby@asiahouse.co.uk
www.asiahousearts.org 

CONTACT

 WHAT WE OFFER

If you are interested in supporting our literature festival 
or working with us in some way, please get in touch. 
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Asia House
63 New Cavendish Street, London, UK, W1G 7LP 

+ 44 (0) 20 7307 5454
www.asiahousearts.org

@asiahousearts
asiahousearts
asiahousearts




