
The Kingdom of Women
Monday 24th April, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

When Singaporean corporate lawyer turned 
wr i ter Choo Wa ihong  t ook  a  journey to 
discover her Chinese roots, she had a unique 
encounter in Yunnan with the Mosuo tribe – the 
last surviving matrilineal and matriarchal society in 
the world. Choo was so captivated by their way of 
life that she wrote the first insider account of life 
in the Mosuo tribe, The Kingdom of Women. She 
now spends half the year with the Mosuo women 
who celebrate every aspect of womanhood. 
This special talk will feature Choo Waihong in 
conversation with 
journalist and editor 
of chinadialogue, 
Isabel Hilton OBE.

Growing up in a Changing China
Wednesday 26th April, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Novelist and filmmaker Xiaolu Guo joins us 
with her recently published memoir, Once Upon 
a Time in the East: A Story of Growing Up. 
Named as one of Granta’s Best of Young British 
Novelists in 2013, Guo will take you through her 
journey from a remote fishing village on the East 
China Sea to her life as an artist in England and 
beyond at this talk chaired by Pamela Kember, 
Head of Arts & Learning at Asia House. The talk 
will be followed by 
a drinks reception 
sponsored by event 
partner PAWA (Pan  
As ian  Women’s 
Association).  

A Poet is Born: Nikoloz Baratashvili
Thursday 27th April, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

2017 marks the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Georgian poet Nikoloz 
Baratashvili who died of 
malaria in Ganja, Azerbaijan, 
unmourned and unpublished. 
As the next generation of 

Georgian literati rediscovered his works he was 
idolised and posthumously published. Donald 
Rayfield, Emeritus Professor of Russian and 
Georgian at Queen Mary University of London, joins 
us to celebrate the life and poetry of the man who 
introduced ‘Europeanism’ to Georgian literature. 
Ambassador of Georgia to the UK, H.E. Tamar 
Beruchashvili will also attend the event and deliver 
an introductory speech. The talk will be followed 
by a drinks reception generously sponsored by 
the Embassy of Georgia in London. 

The Things I Would Tell You: 
British Muslim Women Write
Wednesday 19th April, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 l Concessions £8 I Members £5

Award-winning playwright Sabrina Mahfouz is 
joined by prominent writers Leila Aboulela, Selma 
Dabbagh and Samira Shackle, contributors to 
The Things I Would Tell You: British Muslim 
Women Write, a unique anthology published in 
April 2017 by Saqi Books. This ground-breaking 
collection of stories and poems from Algiers to 
Brighton transcends time and place revealing just 
how varied the search for belonging can be. 
Chaired by journalist and literary 
critic Arifa Akbar, this panel 
is sure to enlighten, engage 
and empower. The talk will be 
followed by a book signing and 
drinks reception. 

 Sin Cities: Vice & Virtue Across   
 Asia’s Urban Landscapes

 Away in Mumbai & Kolkata
Thursday 20th April, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Sponsored by Cockayne Grants for the Arts, a 
donor-advised fund of the London Community 
Foundation, the Festival will welcome Bengali 
author Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay to talk about 
Mumbai and Kolkata through her popular 
novel Panty. Chaired by Deborah Smith, 
founder of Tilted Axis Press, we will delve into 
the disparities 
between the two 
cities.  

Aleppo Like You’ve Never Known It
Monday 24th April, 12.30 –13.30

Tickets £8 I Concessions £6 I Members £4

Bombs, dilapidated buildings, casualties of 
all ages, mil l ions of displaced Syrians… This is 
what you see in the news about Aleppo. Don’t 
you wonder how it really was before the war? 
Philip Mansel, prominent historian and author 
of Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria’s Great 
Merchant City – the first history of Aleppo in 
English – will take us on a thought-provoking 
journey through the peaceful and prosperous 
history of the city that now lies in ruin.  Asia House is the centre of expertise on Asia and the leading pan-Asian organisation in the 

UK. Through our programme of events on culture, policy, business and education, we promote 
understanding and the mutual exchange of ideas, building stronger relationships between the 
diverse communities of Europe and Asia. Asia House is a non-profit, non-political organisation.  

The Bagri Foundation is a UK registered charity whose principal aims include the advancement 
of literacy, education and the arts, as well as the appreciation and understanding of Asian cultures. 
The Foundation runs rich and diverse cultural programmes and collaborates with other organisations 
to make the art sphere more accessible to all.

Youth Engagement

In 2017 we will continue 
to engage young readers 
across the country through 
a range of programmes 
with the generous support 
of the Bagri Foundation. As 
part of this year’s Festival 
we will organise a series of 
workshops in four schools 
across the UK in partnership 
with Eastside Educational 
Trust. The eager year 10s 
will attempt to answer the 
question of “How do we 
come together in a world of 
division?” over the course 
of two separate workshops 
under the guidance of a 
creative writing facilitator.  

Books Galore

With our temporary on-
site bookstore, managed by 
Blackwell’s, you won’t need 
to go far to get your hands 
on a copy of any of the 
literary gems featured in this 
year’s Festival. 

New Partners
New Prospects 

Alongs ide our  ongo ing 
par tnersh ip  w i th  As ia 
Literary Review, we are 
delighted to announce our 
new partnerships with the 
Asian Review of Books 
and Tilted Axis Press. We 
are also grateful to our 
partner Cockayne Grants 
for the Arts, a donor-
advised fund of the London 
Community Foundation, for 
their generous support for 
our new ser ies of ta lks 
titled, “Sin Cities: Vice & 
Virtue Across Asia’s Urban 
Landscapes.” 

I feel honoured and also delighted to take on the role of 

Literature Programme Manager at Asia House and to be 

given the opportunity of carrying the Asia House Bagri 

Foundation Literature Festival into the future with the vital 

and generous contribution of our lead sponsor and title 

partner, the Bagri Foundation, Festival partners, writers, 

poets, publishers, translators and most importantly, with 

the participation of our ever-growing audience.  

It is for these reasons that we have put together a rich 

and diverse literary programme designed for all lovers of 

the written word in all its shades for the 11th year of the  

Asia House Bagri Foundation Literature Festival – the 

only pan-Asian literature festival in the UK. Poets inspired 

by social issues; short story writers engaging with the 

human condition; historians surfacing long-forgotten 

pasts; journalists living on the edge and novelists taking 

on the world… And in all of this diversity, we focused 

our efforts on giving voice and power to more women 

writers than ever during this time of overwhelming global 

change and literary wealth.

For me, literature is born when writers act upon the 

urgent need to leave one’s mark on the earth; to put 

down thoughts, emotions and experiences on ‘paper’. 

Through literature, we become enlightened, inspired 

and energised. In return, the reader’s inquisitive nature 

and the essentially human desire to share, render the 

writer eternal across time and place. Each provides an 

indispensable platform for transgressing geographical 

boundaries and overcoming political dilemmas, social 

problems, personal bias and prejudices. And, this is 

what sets the Asia House Bagri Foundation Literature 

Festival apart.

 

So, do ensure your calendars are marked for joining 

us this May, as we pursue the human values of peace, 

compassion, inclusion and openness through some of 

the most thought-provoking and extraordinary writers 

and thinkers of our time.

Hande Eagle, Literature Programme Manager

For bookings, please visit www.asiahouse.org
Asia House  63 New Cavendish Street London W1G 7LP
     Telephone: +44 (0)20 7307 5454

Head of Arts and Learning - Pamela Kember  
Literature Programme Manager - Hande Eagle

Registered Charity 1072696

The Asia House Bagri Foundation Literature Festival is grateful to these companies 

and individuals who have supported us:

Designed by: Moka Design

Asia House Bagri Foundation

Donald Rayfield

Xiaolu Guo

Choo Waihong

Philip Mansel

Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay

Title Partner Supported by
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Media Partners Partners

Founding Stakeholders



The Girl Who Beat ISIS
Thursday 25th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Farida Khalaf was an ordinary Yazidi teenage girl from a 
village near Sinjar in Iraq. In August 2014, her village became 
an ISIS target. ISIS jihadists murdered the men and boys, 
including her father and brother, before taking Farida and the 
other women captive. She struggled, she bit, she kicked, she 
accused her captors of going against their religion, until, one 
day, the door to her room was left unlocked. She took her 
chance and, with five younger girls in her charge, fled into 
the Syrian Desert. The Girl Who Beat ISIS is a true story which she told her co-author, German 
Middle East expert and journalist, Andrea C. Hoffmann. Hoffmann will be in conversation with 
Diana Darke, Middle East cultural expert and author of My House in Damascus: An Inside 
View of the Syrian Revolution.  

A Raindrop in the Ocean: The Life 
of a Global Adventurer
Thursday 1st June, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 l Concessions £8 I Members £5

Join us as Michael Dobbs-Higginson launches 
his unique memoir, A Raindrop in the Ocean: The 
Life of a Global Adventurer, which is an action-
packed account of an impossibly full life from 
a natural storyteller who has been, variously, a 
Buddhist monk, a logger, a surf instructor, a 
drug smuggler and Chairman of Merrill Lynch 
Asia Pacific. This is a rare chance to listen to 
some of the most intriguing, most sensational 
true stories ever told by a man who has the world 
under his belt. 

 Sin Cities: Vice & Virtue Across 
 Asia’s Urban Landscapes

 “In the Mix” in Manila     
Tuesday 6th June, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Sponsored by Cockayne 
Grants for the Arts, we 
welcome Miguel Syjuco – 
recipient of the Man Asian 
Literary Prize in 2008 for 
his debut novel, Ilustrado 
– to talk about the drug 
trade in his hometown, 

Manila. Chaired by Phillip Kim, Managing Editor 
of Asia Literary Review, this talk will shed light 
on both the past and the present of the capital 
of the Philippines. 

“Beauty & Pain in Pakistan”
Friday 26th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £15 I Concessions £10 I Members £7.50

Nadeem Aslam, acclaimed author of Maps for Lost Lovers 
and The Blind Man’s Garden, joins us to talk about his brave, 
timely and searingly beautiful novel, The Golden Legend   
about a community consumed by religious intolerance. Set in 
contemporary Pakistan and against a background of violence 
and fear, two outsiders – Helen, a young Christian woman and 
Imran, a Kashmiri terrorist-in-training who has escaped from 
his camp after realising that he was expected to engage in 
brutal acts in Pakistan – try to find an island of calm where their love can grow. Come and join 
us for the closing of the 2017 Asia House Bagri Foundation Literature Festival as we delve 
into Pakistan’s past and present with this event chaired by award-winning cultural journalist 
and critic Maya Jaggi. 

A Room for Rumi
Thursday 11th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Bestselling author, essayist and academic Elif Shafak will 
bring to life the core teachings of 13th-century Persian poet 
and Sufi master Rumi through her renowned book, The Forty 
Rules of Love: A Novel of Rumi. The book juxtaposes the 
modern love story of a Sufi and a housewife with the historical 
relationship between Rumi and Shams Tabrizi. A book signing 
and drinks reception will follow. 

Writing from the Frontline
Tuesday 9th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £15 I Concessions £10 I Members £7.50

Christina Lamb is a bestselling author and one of Britain’s leading foreign 
correspondents. Since starting out in Peshawar where her dispatches with 
the Afghan mujaheddin fighting the Russians saw her named Young Journalist 
of the Year in the British Press Awards in 1988. She has won Foreign 
Correspondent of the Year five times as well as the Prix Bayeux, Europe’s 
most prestigious award for war correspondents. She was awarded an OBE 
by the Queen in 2013 and she is currently the Chief Foreign Correspondent 
for The Sunday Times. She has written eight books including the bestselling I Am Malala with 
Malala Yousafzai, named Non-fiction Book of the Year in the British Book Awards; The Africa 
House; Small Wars Permitting and Farewell Kabul: From Afghanistan to a More Dangerous World. 
Her latest book, Nujeen: One Girl’s Incredible Journey from War-Torn Syria in a Wheelchair was 
published in 2016 by HarperCollins Publishers. 

If you admire the likes of Marguerite Higgins, Lee Miller and Martha Gellhorn, this is a rare 
opportunity to meet their contemporary Christina Lamb and hear what life is like reporting from 
Syria, Afghanistan and Pakistan. The talk will be followed by a drinks reception featuring Middle 
Eastern themed canapés, courtesy of celebrated chef Paul Bloomfield. 

 OPENING NIGHT: Christina Lamb 

 CLOSING NIGHT: Nadeem Aslam 

The Empire Writes Back
Wednesday 10th May, 18.45 – 20.00 

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

2017 marks the 70th anniversary of the Partition of India into India and Pakistan. Join short-story 
writer, novelist and editor of Kahani: Short Stories by Pakistani Women Aamer Hussein; author of 
Black Taj Mohini Kent; and author of Where the River Parts Radhika Swarup for a discussion on 
this critical fraction. The event will be chaired by author and editor Kavita A. Jindal, who is also 
the co-founder of The Whole Kahani – a collective of British fiction writers of South Asian origin, 
who recently put together a collection of short-stories titled Love across a broken map. A drinks 
reception sponsored by LILY Against Human Trafficking, a London-based charity that works in 
the UK, India and Nepal, will follow. 

 Sin Cities: Vice & Virtue Across Asia’s Urban Landscapes

 Undercover in Pyongyang

Wednesday 24th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Sponsored by Cockayne Grants for the Arts, we welcome Suki 
Kim, an investigative journalist who covered North Korea for a 
decade and lived undercover for six months in Pyongyang in 
2011, the final year of Kim Jong-il’s regime. During this time, 
she documented her observations and investigations for her 
bestselling book, Without You There Is No Us: Undercover 
Among the Sons of North Korea’s Elite. Kim will be in 
conversation with Paul French, author of North Korea: State 
of Paranoia. 

 Sin Cities: Vice & Virtue Across Asia’s Urban Landscapes

 Beirut after Dusk

Tuesday 16th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Sponsored by Cockayne Grants for the Arts, we welcome 
four brilliant writers of Lebanese descent: Nasri Atallah, 
whose popular blog on the city formed the collection Our 
Man in Beirut; poet Zeina Hashem Beck, who will launch 
her new poetry book, Louder than Hearts; and Saleem 
Haddad, author of the recently published Guapa. This 
discussion on Beirut will be chaired by writer and editor 
Zahra Hankir. 

Christina Lamb

Nadeem Aslam
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An Odyssey Across the Middle East
Wednesday 17th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Join Turkish author and journalist Ece Temelkuran as she launches 
the English translation of her bestselling novel, Dügümlere Üfleyen 
Kadınlar (Women Who Blow on Knots). The book chronicles the 
voyage of crafty Madam Lilla and her three confidants as they 
travel from Tunisia to Lebanon so Lilla can seek revenge on the 
man who abandoned her. Middle East cultural expert Diana Darke 
joins forces with Temelkuran to explore this empowering tale that 
challenges assumptions about politics, religion and Middle Eastern women.  

Ece Temelkuran Andrea C. Hoffmann

 FAMILY DAY: Lori Hopkins                          
Asian Shadow Puppetry Workshop
Saturday 13th May, 14.00 – 17.00

Family tickets (one parent and one child) £15 I Concessions £12 I Members £7.50

We welcome all families to get acquainted with the Asian 
traditions and legends around the ancient art of shadow 
puppetry. Working with Eastside Educational Trust artist 
Lori Hopkins – a professional puppeteer and consultant for 
Shakespeare’s Globe Education – children will have the 
opportunity to design and make their own puppets, explore 
storytelling and share their own stories in short performances 
which will bring the puppets to life. There will be two one-hour 
sessions. The first session starting at 14.00 will be for age 
group 6-9, and the second session starting at 15.30 for age group 10-14. 

 Lori Hopkins

 Sin Cities: Vice & Virtue Across Asia’s Urban Landscapes

 Lijia Zhang’s Shenzhen

Monday 15th May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Sponsored by Cockayne Grants for the Arts, we welcome Lijia 
Zhang to talk about the sex trade in Shenzhen through her 
debut novel, Lotus, which is inspired by Zhang’s grandmother’s 
secret life. This talk will be chaired by Jemimah Steinfeld, 
author of Little Emperors and Material Girls: Sex and Youth 
in Modern China. 
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 COMEDY NIGHT: Bilal Zafar & Yuriko Kotani          
Laugh Your Socks Off
Thursday 18th May, 19.00 – 21.00

Tickets £20 I Concessions £15 I Members £10

We welcome two brilliant comedians for an exclusive night 
of laughter: Bilal Zafar, Edinburgh Comedy Award Best 
Newcomer nominee, Chortle Award nominee 2017 and 
New Act of the Year Award winner, and Yuriko Kotani, 
a UK-based Japanese comedian who won the 2015 
BBC Radio New Comedy Award and was nominated for 
the Leicester Mercury Comedian of the Year in 2016.  
Between them they will deliver three sets of incredibly 
witty, highly entertaining and absorbing comedy.

Yuriko KotaniBilal Zafar

Nasri Atallah

Zeina Hashem Beck

Mohini Kent Aamer Hussein Radhika Swarup

Reflections on the East Asian 20th Century 
Tuesday 23rd May, 18.45 – 20.00

Tickets £10 I Concessions £8 I Members £5

Go back in time with Min Jin Lee as she presents her book 
Pachinko for the first time in the UK. Beginning in early 1900s 
Korea with Sunja, the prized daughter of a poor yet proud family, 
whose unplanned pregnancy threatens to shame them, the novel 
follows a Korean family through four generations. Lee will be in 
conversation with author, literary critic and former Man Booker 
Prize for Fiction judge Erica Wagner to reveal a profound story 
which delves into questions of faith, family and identity. 
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A Present-Day Rubaiyat
Tuesday 9th May, 13.45 – 15.00

Tickets £8 I Concessions £6 I Members £4

Poet, novelist and migrant rights advocate Ruth Valentine 
will be reading from her new poetry chapbook, Rubaiyat 
for the Martyrs of Two Wars (published by Hercules 
Editions), which focuses on notions of martyrdom in two 
communities: the young Iranian soldiers who gave up 
their lives in the Iran-Iraq War, and the young black men 
who became victims of London gang conflicts. She will 
be in conversation with Kamin Mohammadi, a memoirist, 
journalist and broadcaster specialising in Iran, who has written an introduction to the book. 
Following the talk, the author will also be signing copies of the book, which includes illustrations 
by Iranian artist Shahram Karimi. 

Ruth Valentine
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